Mateship is believed to be authentic Australian value." (Dyrenfurth, 2012) The lexeme "mate" belongs to the core of the English language and was borrowed ("transported") to Australia from the British English. "Mate" has become one of the most frequently used words of the Australian language.
It is one of the key words of Australian culture, giving us the key to understanding national spirit, national ethos, and national character. (Wierzbicka, 2001 (Wierzbicka, , 2006 The concept "Mateship" is derived from "Mate"--the concept-image, created by Henry 
Theoretical framework
Cultural values represent the idea of a perfect man in different cultures. They represent individual or social reference points, are associated with the type of "praiseworthy" behaviour and a particular life-style. Values organize reality, add evaluation to comprehension of reality. They correlate with ideal, desirable, and normative.
Value is the characteristic of a person's attitude to an object, fixed in his mind. It is a special kind of sense that a person (culture) sees in an object (phenomenon). Culture is defined as a set of specific values, which forms its sense (semantic) core. (Vyzhletsov, 1996; Kagan, 1997; Gurevich, 1994) Values influence national mentality, which is based on cultural constants--categories, which form the matrix of the culture. They are mental phenomena, which are called concepts (mental conceptual representations). Concept is an element of the ideal (conceptual) system of a language, which is fixed in words (lexemes) of this language. A concept is verbalized cultural meaning, marked by ethnic semantics. (Vorkachev, 2004: 36) . According to Yu. S.
Stepanov, concepts are "collective unconscious" (Stepanov, 1997:4) , "clots of culture in person's mind, gates for culture to enter the mental world of a person. But on the other hand, concept is also a way for a common person, not the creator of culture, to enter culture, and in some cases, influence it" (Stepanov, 1997:40) . (Karasik, 2009: 28) .
S. G. Vorkachev defines concept as
operational unit of thinking, unit of collective knowledge, referring to the highest spiritual values, which have language representation and are marked by ethno-cultural specifics" (Vorkachev, 2004: 51-52 (Карасик, 1992) .
The means of coding and passing cultural knowledge is a language, which preserves and passes down the generations cultural information (content of culture) accumulated in its signs. Both language and culture are semiotic systems, whose elements-signs code the information (meaning).
According to F.de Saussure, language signs are mostly conventional. This feature makes them fit for passing down cultural information unchanged because language signs "are based in tradition".
That is how the language provides the mechanism of cultural memory. "Culture is a hierarchically organized system of different codes, secondary sign systems". (Lotman, 2000) The main types of signs in semiotics are indexes, icons (images) and symbols, which represent three stages of semiosis (formation of a sign). We view the individual concept "Mate/ Mateship" as part of lingua-cultural concept.
These concepts share the notional part, which was borrowed from British English, and was the result of divergent development ( Shveitser, 1983) , which means that the lexeme with the We started the analysis of the notional part with the comparison of the two lexemes -"mate" and "friend" in the English language of the 18 century based on the associations given in Roget's thesaurus. Having found the distinctive features, we then analyzed the character of semantic deviation of these lexemes in the works by H. Lawson. This analysis gave us the initial idea of the semantic fields, comprising the concept. In the further course of our work we defined the content of lexical -fields with the words and phrases frequently associated with this field. This produced group of lexical items, which we analyzed to derive the common semantic components, which we later interpreted to derive the values.
We find that the conceptual and semiotic development of the initial concept-image "Mate" results in creation of a new concept-symbol "Mateship", which is conceptually derived from it, and is represented by a lexeme crеated with the help of morphological derivation. We describe the scenario of development of "Mateship" and antinomies, it is based on.
Discussion
The notional part of the concept-image "Mate" undergone the following changes:
The category "Similarity" is realized in the in-group and out-group evaluation, where the latter acquires a negative shade of socio -group stereotyping.
The category "Equality" is realized in the following subcategories: 2) The second mega-category "Relations 3) The word "friend" is used by women, and to talk about educated, respectable, influential people.
In-group and out-group form of address "Mate" is used as a term-reference "His mate is alive!", "He is a mate of mine", "I'll smash any man that-that sais a word again' a mate of mine!".
As term-address "mate" is rare among ingroup members. "Chap" (come on, chaps), "old man", a first name or a nickname (Brummy and Swampy) is used instead. When used as address between in-group members, it is highly emotional and verbalizes respect, warmth, gratitude and support "It's Macquary, old mate!".
When addressed to outsiders whose name is unknown, it is meant to emphasize the nonexistent solidarity with the addressee, based on his perception of the in-group membership as desirable and worthy of respect, however, in fact it is used to cover for dishonesty, by flattering the addressees with the in-group status.
В) The category "Communication" 
Anticategories
Bush is opposed to the categories of : 
Conclusions/Results
Notional part of the concept-image "Mate" was transformed in Australian surroundings.
Where failure started to be regarded as a starting point, bush became the essential part of it, and it acquired distinctive male features: fight, strength, socio-group stereotyping, inside view, with the added component of redemption of sin, and emphasized equality and help.
Iconic and value components
The core of the iconic component is the category of bush (Australia) which molds, strengthens the character of mate. Very important category is face-to-face communication in the absence of any technical means of communication.
The concept correlates with male group identification, and it is obviously romanticized.
The emphasis is made on equality, informality, freedom, trustworthiness and truthfulness, reliability and non-judgmental solidarity. But the discomfort of financial inequality is not compatible with furthering these relations.
Mateship as a memory is as important as the actual state of being mates.
Conceptual oppositions
The most fundamental opposition is that of men and women. The word "mate" belonged to the bush-"men's country" with its hardships and unwritten laws. Mates swear to help themselves overcome difficulties, but when they come back to "the women-and girl's world", they stop swearing and start to behave.
The opposition between being polite and not minding your P's And Q's, between the graces observed for the sake of politeness and having a good time drinking in the inn and being yourself.
The opposition of bush and city. The life of bush mates was connected with hardships, but also with romance. They breathed the free air of the bush, were free to go wherever they meant to, looked at the stars at night, they could wash themselves and make a mutton chop. There was nothing to regulate their life (except their own agreement) and make them feel inappropriately dressed. In the city mates felt badly dressed and disapproved by police and other people.
They were badly dressed tramps, potential lawbreakers. It was not romantic in the least but humiliating and restraining at the time when travelling in the bush was an important part of the concept of mateship. As time went and gradually the population of Australia moved to the cities, this concept inevitably transformed, but its core remained basically the same.
Opposition of older and younger generation. Mateship in its core is a rather romanticized ideal. Mates believe in some things which the generation of their children cannot understand -it is a somewhat naïve belief in luck and fate, which is difficult to explain to outsiders.
For example, when a father tells his children how some woman-singer, who came to their camp to give a concert, was put down a new shafts for luck, in the hope this would help diggers to find gold. The children were at a loss to see the meaning of this action, they could not understand why do it unless she was actually looking for gold. 
2004)
To sum up, the concept -image "Mate/ Mateship", created by H. Lawson, demonstrates the tendency to change its semantic structure due to societal changes. It was connected with certain location (bush), which was later extended to cities. It also was limited to a certain group of people: male workers of pre-industrial Australia and later was extended to soldiers and still later to the whole population of Australia ("Australia all mates again"), and group identification was extended to national identification. The historical core of this concept establishes connection between generations of Australians and develops patriotism as a value, the reason to be proud of your country, which was redeemed by its history, by the utmost endeavor of its people.
Being in modern times the key conceptsymbol of multinational country, "Mateship" symbolizes such universal values as freedom, equality, and friendship, combined with Australian egalitarism, determination to achieve one's aim, supporting your fellow country-men, relying on yourself, and solidarity.
